
   
 

 

 

14th December 2025 

The Third Sunday in Advent 
(Gaudete Sunday) 

Parish Mass in Advent 

“Prepare a way for the Lord, make his paths straight.  
And all mankind shall see the salvation of God.” 

(Isaiah 40:3, Luke 3:4-6)



Welcome to St Thomas the Apostle Church, Hanwell for our Parish Mass. 
We hope you enjoy your time with us. 

Do join us for refreshments in the Church Hall afterwards. 

The hymns are in the Green New English Hymnal Books.  

The Mass Setting for this Service is the Addington Service. 

 

2 minutes before the service begins, a bell is chimed for Silence. 
During the silence the Choir, Servers and Priest will enter and move to the West (rear) of the church. 
Please Stand (if you are able) and turn to face the West end (rear) of the church. 

The Advent Liturgy 

Choir: O Morning Star, splendour of light eternal and sun of righteouness:  
Come and enlighten those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death..  

All: O come, o come thou dayspring bright, 
pour on our souls thy healing light; 
Dispel the long night’s lingering gloom, 
And pierce the shadows of the tomb. 
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

Choir: O King of the nations, and their desire, the cornerstone making both one: 
Come and save the human race, which you fashioned from clay. 

All: O come, desire of nations show 
Thy kingly reign on earth below; 
Thou cornerstone uniting all, 
Restore the ruin of our fall. 
Rejoice, rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

The Choir, Priest and Altar Party process from the West end of the Church during the singing of the First Hymn.  
The first three Advent candles are lit in the Advent Wreath at the Chancel Steps. 

First Hymn:  6  Hark the glad sound! the Saviour comes. 

The Priest blesses the Lit Candles and Advent Wreath using the following words: 

Lord Jesus, light of the world, John told the people to prepare, for you were very near. As 
Christmas grows closer day by day, help us to be ready to welcome you now. 

All: Amen. 
The Gathering & Welcome 

 In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen. 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

All: And also with you. 

  



3 
 

The Prayer of Preparation 

All: Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit; 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

Invitation to Confession 

When the Lord comes, he will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness, and will 
disclose the purposes of the heart.        (cf 1 Corinthians 4.5) 

Therefore in the light of Christ let us confess our sins. 

All: Father eternal, giver of light and grace, 
we have sinned against you and against our neighbour, 
in what we have thought, 
in what we have said and done, 
through ignorance, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We have wounded your love, 
and marred your image in us. 
We are sorry and ashamed, and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, who died for us, 
forgive us all that is past; 
and lead us out from darkness 
to walk as children of light. 
Amen.  

Kyrie Eleison 
We Sing together the Kyrie Eleison. 

All: Lord, have mercy, Lord, have mercy, Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy, Christ, have mercy, Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy, Lord, have mercy, Lord, have mercy. 

Almighty God, who forgives all who truly repent, have mercy upon you,  pardon and 

deliver you from all your sins, confirm and strengthen you in all  goodness, and keep you in 

life eternal; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

All: Amen.  
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The Collect 
Let us pray: 

O Lord Jesus Christ, who at your first coming sent your messenger to prepare your way 
before you: grant that the ministers and stewards of your mysteries may likewise so prepare 
and make ready your way by turning the hearts of the disobedient to the wisdom of the 
just, that at your second coming to judge the world we may be found an acceptable people 
in your sight; for you are alive and reign with the Father in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and for ever. 

All: Amen. 
The Liturgy of the Word 

The First Reading: Isaiah 35. 1-10.  (Reading is read by Elaine Webb) 

The desert and the parched land will be glad; the wilderness will rejoice and blossom.  
Like the crocus, it will burst into bloom; it will rejoice greatly and shout for joy. The glory 
of Lebanon will be given to it, the splendour of Carmel and Sharon; they will see the glory 
of the Lord, the splendour of our God. Strengthen the feeble hands, steady the knees that 
give way; say to those with fearful hearts, “Be strong, do not fear; your God will come, he 
will come with vengeance; with divine retribution he will come to save you.” Then will the 
eyes of the blind be opened and the ears of the deaf unstopped. Then will the lame leap 
like a deer,  and the mute tongue shout for joy. Water will gush forth in the wilderness and 
streams in the desert. The burning sand will become a pool, the thirsty ground bubbling 
springs. In the haunts where jackals once lay, grass and reeds and papyrus will grow. And a 
highway will be there;  it will be called the Way of Holiness; it will be for those who walk 
on that Way. The unclean will not journey on it;  wicked fools will not go about on it. 
No lion will be there,  nor any ravenous beast; they will not be found there. But only the 
redeemed will walk there, and those the Lord has rescued will return. They will enter Zion 
with singing; everlasting joy will crown their heads. Gladness and joy will overtake them, 
 and sorrow and sighing will flee away. 

This is the word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

Please Stand as we Sing together the Psalm. 

The Canticle: Magnificat. (The Song of Mary) 

1. My soul doth magnify the Lord : and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. 
2. For he hath regarded : the lowliness of his handmaiden. 
3. For behold, from henceforth : all generations shall call me blessed. 
4. For he that is mighty hath magnified me : and holy is his Name. 
5. And his mercy is on them that fear him : throughout all generations. 
6. He hath shewed strength with his arm : he hath scattered the proud in the 

imagination of their hearts. 
7. He hath put down the mighty from their seat : and hath exalted the humble and 

meek. 
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8. He hath filled the hungry with good things : and the rich he hath sent empty 
away. 

9. He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel 
10. As he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed, for ever. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son : and to the Holy Ghost ;  
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be : world without end. Amen. 

The Second Reading: James 5. 7-10.  (Reading is read by Doug Neale) 

Be patient, then, brothers and sisters, until the Lord’s coming. See how the farmer waits for 
the land to yield its valuable crop, patiently waiting for the autumn and spring rains. You 
too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near. Don’t grumble against 
one another, brothers and sisters, or you will be judged. The Judge is standing at the door! 
Brothers and sisters, as an example of patience in the face of suffering, take the prophets 
who spoke in the name of the Lord.  

This is the word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

Gradual Hymn:  57  The race that long in darkness pined. 

The Gospel 
All: Alleluia, alleluia. 

Cantor: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight, and all flesh shall see  
  the salvation of God.”          (cf Isaiah 40.3–5) 

All: Alleluia. 

The Lord be with you. 

All: And also with you. 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew 11. 2-11. 

All: Glory to you, O Lord. 

When John, who was in prison, heard about the deeds of the Messiah, he sent his disciples 
to ask him, “Are you the one who is to come, or should we expect someone else?” Jesus 
replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see: The blind receive sight, the 
lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the 
good news is proclaimed to the poor. Blessed is anyone who does not stumble on account 
of me.” As John’s disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John: 
“What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed swayed by the wind? If not, what 
did you go out to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear fine clothes are 
in kings’ palaces. Then what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more 
than a prophet. This is the one about whom it is written:  
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“‘I will send my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way before you.’ Truly I 
tell you, among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater than John the 
Baptist; yet whoever is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.  

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

All: Praise to you, O Christ. 

The Sermon or Homily is given. 

The Motet is sung. 

“Gaudete” 
Piae Cantiones (1582) 

Gaudete, gaudete! 
Christus est natus. 
Ex Maria virgine, 

Gaudete! 

Rejoice, rejoice! 
Christ is born. 

Of the Virgin Mary, 
Rejoice! 

Tempus adest gratiæ 
Hoc quod optabamus. 

Carmina lætitiæ 
Devote reddamus. 

The time of grace has come 
For which we have prayed. 

Let us devoutly sing 
Songs of joy. 

Deus homo factus est. 
Natura mirante. 

Mundus renovatus est. 
A Christo regnante. 

God has become man, 
While nature wonders. 
The world is renewed 
By Christ the King. 

Ezechielis porta 
Clausa pertransitur; 
Unde lux est orta, 
Salus invenitur. 

The closed gate of Ezekiel 
Has been passed through. 

From where the light has risen, 
Salvation is found. 

Ergo nostra contio 
Psallat iam in lustro, 
Benedicat Domino: 
Salus Regi nostro. 

Therefore, let our assembly now 
sing in brightness, 

Let it bless the Lord: 
Salvation to our King. 

The Nicene Creed 

All:  We believe in one God  
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God,  
begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father; 
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through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 
he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate from the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and was made man. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
and the life of the world to come. 
Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 

Please Kneel or Sit for the Prayers of Intercession.  (Led by Margaret Lydamore) 

Maranatha. 

All: Amen. Come , Lord Jesus. 
or 

Let us pray to the Lord. 

All: Lord, have mercy. 

And at the end. 

Merciful Father, 

All:  Accept these prayers for the sake of  
your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

The Liturgy of the Sacrament 

The Peace 

In the tender mercy of our God, the dayspring from on high shall break upon us, to give 
light to those who dwell in darkness and in the shadow of death, and to guide our feet into 
the way of peace. 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All: And also with you. 

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.      All may exchange a sign of Peace.  
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Offertory Hymn:  456  Teach me, my God and King 

Preparation of the Table 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: through your goodness we have this bread to set 

before you, which earth has given and human hands have made. It will become for us the 

bread of life. 

All: Blessed be God for ever. 

Blessed are you, Lord God of all creation: through your goodness we have this wine to set 

before you, fruit of the vine and work of human hands. It will become for us the cup of 

salvation. 

All: Blessed be God for ever. 

Look upon us in mercy not in judgement; draw us from hatred to love; make the frailty of 

our praise a dwelling place for your glory.  

All: Amen. 

The Eucharistic Prayer 

The Lord is here.  

All: His Spirit is with us. 

Lift up your hearts. 

All: We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All: It is right to give thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right and good to give you thanks and praise almighty God and everlasting 
Father, through Jesus Christ your Son. 

For when he humbled himself to come among us in human flesh, he fulfilled the plan you 
formed before the foundation of the world to open for us the way of salvation. Confident 
that your promise will be fulfilled, we now watch for the day when Christ our Lord will 
come again in glory. 

And so we join our voices with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven 
to proclaim your glory for ever praising you and singing: 

All: Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord. God of power and might.  
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  

 Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.  

Congregation Kneel or Sit. 
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Lord, you are holy indeed, the source of all holiness; grant that by the power of your Holy 
Spirit, and according to your holy will, these gifts of bread and wine may be to us the body 
and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ; who, in the same night that he was betrayed, took 
bread and gave you thanks; he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take, eat; this 

is my body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of me.  

In the same way, after supper he took the cup and gave you thanks; he gave it to them, 
saying: Drink this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you 
and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance 

of me.  

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

All:  Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 

And so, Father, calling to mind his death on the cross, his perfect sacrifice made once for 
the sins of the whole world; rejoicing in his mighty resurrection and glorious ascension, and 
looking for his coming in glory, we celebrate this memorial of our redemption. 

As we offer you this our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving, we bring before you this 
bread and this cup and we thank you for counting us worthy to stand in your presence and 
serve you. 

Send the Holy Spirit on your people and gather into one in your kingdom all who share this 

one bread and one cup, so that we, in the company of Mary, the Virgin Mother of God, St 

Thomas the Apostle and our Patron, and all the saints, may praise and glorify you for ever, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord; by whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the 

Holy Spirit, all honour and glory be yours, almighty Father, for ever and ever. 

All:   Amen. 

The Lord's Prayer 

As we await the coming of our Saviour; let us pray with confidence as he has taught us: 

All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name; 
thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done; 
on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation; 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
the power and the glory, 
for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
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The Breaking of the Bread 

We break this bread to share in the body of Christ. 

All: Though we are many, we are one body, because we all share in one bread. 

Invitation to Communion 

 Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
   Blessed are those who are called to his supper. 

All:  Lord, I am not worthy to receive you, 
but only say the word, and I shall be healed. 

The Prayer of Humble Access 

All: We do not presume 

to come to this your table, merciful Lord, 
trusting in our own righteousness, 
but in your manifold and great mercies. 
We are not worthy 
so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table.  
But you are the same Lord 
whose nature is always to have mercy. 
Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, 
so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ 
and to drink his blood,  
that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body  
and our souls washed through his most precious blood, 
and that we may evermore dwell in him,  
and he in us. 
Amen.  

The Lamb of God (Agnus Dei) is sung. 

All: Jesus, Lamb of God: have mercy on us. 
Jesus, bearer of our sins: have mercy on us. 
Jesus, redeemer of the world: give us your peace. 

The Priest, Altar Party, Choir and the People all receive communion. 
If you are baptised and receive communion in your own church, you are welcome to receive communion here. 
You are welcome to receive a blessing instead of communion. 
If you wish to receive a blessing, please keep your head bowed. 

Communion Hymn:  499  Thy kingdom come, O God. 

Prayers after Communion 

Father in heaven, who sent your Son to redeem the world and will send him again to be 
our judge: give us grace so to imitate him in the humility and purity of his first coming that, 
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when he comes again, we may be ready to greet him with joyful love and firm faith; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All: Amen. 

All: Almighty God, 
we thank you for feeding us 
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. 
Through him we offer you our souls and bodies 
to be a living sacrifice. 
Send us out 
in the power of your Spirit 
to live and work 
to your praise and glory. 
Amen. 

The Parish Notices are given. 

A Junior Church Presentation may be given. 

Final Hymn:  490  Judge eternal, throned in splendour. 

The Blessing 

Our Lord says, ‘I am coming soon.’ So may the Lord, when he comes, find us watching 

and waiting, and the blessing of God almighty,  the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 
be among you and remain with you always. 

All: Amen. 

The Dismissal 

As we await our coming Saviour, go in the peace of Christ. 

All: In the name of Christ. Amen. 
  

You are warmly invited to continue our fellowship over tea, coffee, and 
refreshments in the Church Hall after the 10am Mass. 

Whether you are a regular or a visitor, we would love to see you there. 
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Throughout the week, The Daily Offices of  
Morning & Evening Prayer 

are observed in Church at 9am and 5pm. 

On Mondays & Wednesdays 
(Live-streamed on Facebook) 

On Tuesdays and Thursdays 
The Offices are said in-person in the Lady 

Chapel. 
(These are said privately to allow for personal, private prayers and reflections) 

(All are warmly welcome to join in person.) 

On Fridays 
Morning Prayer only.  

This is at the earlier time of 8.30am. 
(Live-streamed on Facebook) 

Scan the QR Code to join us for The Daily Offices  

Tuesday 9th December 2025 - 12(Noon) MASS in the Lady Chapel 

Sunday 14th December 2025: Parish Mass for the Third Sunday in Advent | Gaudete Sunday 
Reader(s): Eileen Sinclair & Roger Grange. 

Intercessor(s): Colin Lomas | Chalice: Steve Purcell & Annabel Crowe. 

KEY DATES DURING ADVENT & CHRISTMAS 

Sunday 14 December 
Parish Mass for 3rd Sunday of Advent (10am) 

Service of Lessons & Carols (6pm) 
ECWNS at St Thomas’. 

Sunday 21 December 
Parish Mass for 4th Sunday in Advent  

with Nativity Service (10am) 
ECWNS at St Thomas’. 

Wednesday 24 December: Christmas Eve 
Crib Service (4pm) 

Midnight Mass – First Mass of Christmas (11.30pm) 

Thursday 25 December Family Parish Mass – Christmas Day (10am) 

 





 
 

 



 

Parish Prayers of Intercession 

Let us pray for the Church and for the world, and let us thank almighty God for his goodness. 

The Wider Church: We pray for the Church throughout the world, for our partners in mission and friendship. 

Especially we pray for: ✠ Bishop George Dawson-Ahmoah and the Churches of Nkoranza, Ghana.  

✠ Pfr. Jens Oehme and the people of the Lütherkirche, Hartau in Chemnitz, Germany. ✠ Revd Canon Clement 

Francis M.P.S. (Emeritus) and the people of Christ the King, Hillsborough, Carriacou,  

May our fellowship in the Gospel bear witness to Christ’s love and draw many to his light.  

The Church of England and the Anglican Communion: We pray for the life of the Church of England and 

the whole Anglican Communion. Grant to all who lead your Church wisdom and vision. Especially we pray for:  

✠ Sarah, Archbishop Designate and Bishop of London, ✠ Lusa, Bishop of Willesden, ✠ Catherine, Archdeacon of 

Northolt. We give thanks for the Cathedral Church of St Paul the Apostle, our Diocesan Mother Church, and for all 

who work and worship there. 

Our Parish and Community: We give thanks for this Parish of St Thomas the Apostle. Especially we pray for: 

Reverend Julia Palmer, our priest, her mother Marlene, and the Davoren family. We pray for our Churchwardens, PCC, 

and all who together serve in the life of the Parish. Bless our young people and their leaders - especially:  

Rowland Linder - Pastoral Assistant and Youth Intern, and Stephen Brooks - Parish Administrator and Liturgical 

Assistant. We give thanks for all who make use of our Parish Hall, and for the friendships formed there.  

Strengthen our ministries, deepen our fellowship, and guide us as we grow in grace, serving others in truth and love.  

We pray for our local community in Hanwell and beyond. Especially we pray for: our schools - Ealing 

Fields, Elthorne, Oaklands, and New Level Academy; for all who teach and learn within them; and for all who live and 

work in this parish. May Christ dwell in our homes and hearts, and may his peace be known among us.  

The Nations of the World: We hold before God the nations of the world, especially: the Holy Land, Palestine, 

Gaza, and all who suffer in the Middle East, India and Pakistan, Afghanistan, Myanmar, Syria, Sudan, 

the Democratic Republic of Congo, and Ukraine. Grant to all in authority the spirit of justice and reconciliation, 

and to every people the gift of peace.  

The Sick and Those in Need: We pray for the housebound, the sick, and all who are in hospital or in care.  

Comfort all who suffer in body, mind, or spirit, and give them hope and healing in your love. Especially we pray for:  

Andrea Arthturs, Roy Arthturs, John Ball, Paul Ball, Caroline Baxter, John Brake & Family, Nathaniel Brito-Ault, 

Nigel & Davina Brooks, Ivan Carter, Noel Chardon, Jenny Cornwell, Patrick Dennerly, Daphne Dorival,  

Leo & Estriana Douglas, Merfyn Edwards, Gillian Fontaine, Geraldine, Celia Griffith, Darren Hancock, Ian King, 

Jaxon Prentice, Nick Lunn, Arda & Joe Metcalf, Dermot Molloy, Stuart Minty, Nicholas Robinson, Sarah,  

Gill Shaw, Keith & Sara Spillett, Colin Spooner, John Tozer Lynne Wilson, Anthony Wilson and Viv.  

The Departed: We commend to your mercy all who have died recently. 

We remember those whose year’s mind falls at this time. Especially we pray for: Norman Newlyn,  

Bill Duce, Norman Lumsden, Priscillia Piggott, Violet Martha Lunn, Anne Bowles-Bevan, Mary Hammant,  

Cliff Cosstick, George Rosario, Elizabeth Mary Hickling, Rosemary Robinson, Christina Joseph, Ralph Baxter, 

Hazel Poole & Sandy Newlands. 

 May the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, 

rest in peace, and rise in glory.  

Rejoicing in the fellowship of the Blessed Virgin Mary, St Thomas the Apostle, and all the saints, we commend ourselves, 

one another, and all for whom we pray, to your unfailing love; through Jesus Christ our Lord.



 

Mass Setting is from the Addington Mass. 

Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England, material from which is 

included in this service, is copyright  

© The Archbishops’ Council 2000. Common Worship: Times and Seasons, material from which 

is included in this service, is copyright © The Archbishops’ Council 2006. CCL No: 154364.  

Cover Painting by John Hammant after Fra Angelico | Photo by Stephen Brooks. 

Add a Bauble of Remembrance 

As we approach Christmas, we hold close in our hearts all those  
we love but see no longer. 

At the back of the church you will find our Tree of Remembrance - a place of quiet 
reflection and gentle hope. 

You are warmly invited to write the name of a loved one on a bauble and hang it 
on the tree. Whether your loss is recent or long-ago, this simple act of 

remembrance allows us to honour their memory before God’s enduring light. 

Please take a moment before or after the service to add your bauble, say a prayer, 
and know that you are held in the love and prayers of this community. 

May Christ, the Light of the World, bring comfort and peace to all who mourn. 

 


