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St Thomas the Apostle Boston Road, Hanwell
Church of England

For more Information
Email: StThomasHanwell@gmail.com

OUR CHURCH IS OPEN TO ALL FOR
Sunday Parish Mass 10am
Evening Prayer Sunday 6.30pm
Said Mass Tuesday at Noon

A Prayer for September

Dear Lord, September — the month of new starts!
New terms, new groups, new friends, new hopes, every year.
Lord, thank you for the new start you offer us when we put
our trust in Jesus. A new start that we make once —and then can renew
every day.

Every time we falter, you pick us up. Every time we come back to you, you
forgive us and accept us.

Thank you, Lord, for never letting us down, for never leaving or forsaking
us, that new starts with you are always possible, not just in September.

In Jesus’ name,

Amen.

Copy Dates
Copy date for October will be Sunday 13th September
Copy date for November will be Sunday 4th October
Copy date for December will be Sunday 14th November

Opinions expressed in this magazine are those of the individual contributors and not necessarily those
of the Church, the Vicar, the editors or the PCC.
Adverts in this magazine are not necessarily endorsed by the Church, the Vicar, the editors or the PCC.
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From our Curate

There is much to look forward to in the coming weeks of September and
beyond that is both encouraging to us as a church and allows us to share
with others the love of God. Our recent themes on Sunday mornings speak
into this as we’ve reflected on the boundless mercy of God, of a God who
wants us to reach out to him and the pictures that Jesus gave of the
transforming life of the Kingdom of God.

On Sunday 6th of September our morning mass will have a changed tone
as we look to bless and support all those who return ‘Back to School’, both
young and older. Schools have a significant impact on our lives and the
communities for today and tomorrow. We are inviting our local schools
and those around St Thomas'’ to join us.

A couple of weeks later on Sunday 20th September, we have the joy of
celebrating the service of Confirmation for Oliver Allen, Leo Hewlett and
Benedict and Tobias Howson. With Bishop Lusa alongside, we’ll together
travel on the next step of faith with our young people. Please do pray for
those being confirmed and their families in the coming weeks.

Then in October we have a family mass that will be be pet friendly. This
may not be as messy or awkward as it sounds, and it gives us an
opportunity to ask for God’s blessing on the animals in our care. In
October we have a baptism where we welcome both family and child into
the community of God’s people at St Thomas’, and initiation into the
Christian faith.

All these services are tremendous events in the life of St Thomas’, that help
us to grow, to understand how God’s love enters into our lives and for us
as a church to be that ‘welcome’ of God to others. There’s an opportunity
here for us to show how welcoming we can be. Being ourselves, extending
kindness, acceptance and warmth to those who are unfamiliar with church
and possibly where they are different to us. We can take note from the
times when Jesus meets with someone who feels they are on the outside,
feeling uncomfortable or in a situation of tension. How do you see Jesus
welcoming others? In some ways the ‘welcome’ goes ahead of us, for God
has already called and welcomed everyone. The welcome we and the
church give is making it come alive for those who come through our doors.

Rev Nilesh
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Does your child like to sing? We'd love to have them join our
free Choir Club! Learn to sing with our outstanding
community choir in the English Choral Tradition.
Upcoming Dates: 11, 18 & 25 September;

2,9,16 & 23 October.

Contact stthomashanwellegmail.com for more detuails.

Fridays, 6:30 to 7:15 pm

St Thomas' Church, W7 2AD
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Check out our Taster &
Beginner Classes

»
Hanwell Pottery @l:.’.ﬁ@ www.hanwellpottery.co.uk
Hanwell Community Centre "T-Q 'P’- @ hanwellpottery

Westcott Crescent
W 16D e

21st Sept St Matthew

Matthew was one of 12 apostles. But he began as a publicani.e. a tax-
collector of Jewish race who worked for the Romans, before he left all at
the call of Christ. From earliest times, he was regarded as the author of the
first of the four Gospels. The Gospel of Matthew is in correct, concise style,
very suitable for public reading.

His usual emblem as an evangelist is a man, because his genealogy
emphasised the family ties of Christ. In art, he has been represented as
either an evangelist or as an apostle. As an evangelist, he has been
depicted sitting at a desk, writing his gospel with an angel holding the
inkwell. In the Middle Ages he was even given a pair of spectacles.

Matthew was martyred by a sword or a spear, some think in Ethiopia.




Yet more goings-on at the PCC

The Parochial Church Council (PCC) met on the
evening of Tuesday 21° July. Here is a brief summary of some of the dis-
cussion and the decisions that were taken.

Mission

It was noted that welcome leaflets had been produced for Hanwell
Carnival and further copies had been placed in church. Plans were made
for Rowland’s last Sunday with us; there would be a presentation of gifts in
church, and cake and drinks afterwards in the Hall.

We agreed that recent workshops on Bible studies and spirituality, held on
Saturday mornings, and led by Leslie Pringle, had been very well attended
and had been well received. Some committee members offered to help
Leslie in providing some future sessions focusing on the Gospels.

It was reported that our stall at the recent Hanwell Carnival had been suc-
cessful in building relationships within the community. We talked to a lot
of people, handed out leaflets, and had a prayer station.

There was an extensive discussion about St Thomas’ annual pantomime,
and whether it should continue in its present form, given that fewer young
people are now involved, and some senior, key members wish to step
down. We agreed that, since the pantomime is important for community
outreach, it ought to continue, if at all possible. Several new names for key
administrative and support roles were suggested, and options for strength-
ening the performing cast were discussed.

It was agreed that during the coming winter, St Thomas’ would again be
taking part in the Ealing Churches Winter Night Shelter scheme. We will be
providing shelter for homeless people on four consecutive Sunday nights:
29" of November and 6", 13" and 20™ of December.

We noted that Revd Nilesh will be attending the Greenbelt Festival at the
end of August with some of our young people, and will be working with
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them on their confirmation preparation.
Finance: Draft Budget

On behalf of the Finance Committee, Steve presented the management
accounts for the previous quarter (April to June) and a draft budget for
2027. A discussion on various emerging issues followed. Key points were
as follows:

All fundraising income will continue to be channelled for the time be-
ing into the Hall Renovation project.

We need to work at revitalising our Stewardship (regular giving) in-
come. The Parish has not conducted a formal Stewardship pro-
gramme for many years; such a program has been pencilled-in for this
autumn.

We need to continue to look for opportunities for hiring-out spare
capacity in the Church Hall to suitable community groups.

Income from space in the church tower leased to telecom companies
for wi-fi transmissions continues to provide valuable support to
church finances.

Choristers and organists at our Sunday services continue to offer their
talents to the church on a voluntary unpaid basis. The result is a sig-
nificant reduction in our expenses — a situation that many churches
would envy.

Finance: Common Fund Offer for 2027

All parishes in London Diocese contribute to what is known as ‘Common
Fund’, so called because it reflects the common mission of our Diocese.
The Common Fund finances such things as clergy stipends (our vicar’s sal-
ary), clergy housing, training of new clergy, and ministry with young peo-
ple in schools and colleges.

The PCC discussed a letter that had been received from the Willesden Ar-
ea suggesting a Common Fund contribution of £82,000 in 2027. (Our an-



nual contribution for 2026 is £76,000.) In preparing the draft budget, the
Finance Committee had included the suggested £82,000 as a prospective
Common Fund amount, with the result that the budget would be in deficit
to the extent of £4,202. After some discussion the Committee agreed that
we respond to Willesden Area, agreeing to their proposal, with the deficit
being made up from our existing reserves. Our budgeted cost to the Dio-
cese for 2027 is £105,090. Therefore, a Common Fund contribution of
£82,000 represents just over 78% of our cost; the remainder is made up by
some parishes that contribute at a level above their costs, supplemented
from the historic reserves of the Diocese, and loans taken out by the Dio-
cese. Our Common Fund contribution will be paid in instalments out of our
2027 income.

New Inspecting Architect

Steve reported that interviews for the post of Inspecting Architect at St
Thomas’ were currently in progress. (The Architect undertakes 5-yearly in-
spections of the fabric of the building on behalf of the Diocese, and provides
consultancy support to the Parish for follow-up actions.)

Post-meeting note: In a decision following the meeting, PCC members
agreed by email to the appointment of Sarah Earney to be our new in-
specting architect. Sarah is an experienced, qualified Conservation Archi-
tect, who runs her own practice based in Twickenham.

Worship

We have received a grant of £2,000 from Ealing Deanery to enable the pur-
chase of new live streaming equipment. During the meeting, a working
group was set up to take this initiative forward. When commissioned, the
equipment will enable church services to be broadcast on our website.

The PCC approved with grateful thanks, the appointment of Hilary White
and Robert Pearce to act as sidespersons at our main church services.

Steve Purcell, Churchwarden.



From the Editors

Lots going in at St Thomas’ in September - we have the
confirmation service for some of our young people and a fund-
raising event with local band ‘One Night Only’ on September
26th. For us - just three more Tridents to go and no offers to take it on as
yet.
Toay Soe

—

- GHARADE

Pictures by the Park

Join us for a film night, in aid of St Thomas' Hall Renovation Fund!
Free nibbles provided, BYOB, Admission £6. [15]

Saturday 5™ September 2026

7:15 pm for 7:30 pm start
St Thomas' Church Hall, Hanwell, W7 2AD

STTHOMAS$APOSTLE

BOSTON ROAD, HANWELL. W7 2AD



In Season in September

September is probably the most abundant month for
home grown produce. Summer crops like salad,
tomatoes, cucumber and courgettes are still plentiful
and we see the start of the autumn crops - apples,
pears, leeks and squash.

VEGETABLES

Beetroot, broccoli, cabbage, cauliflower, carrots, celery, chard, courgettes,
cucumbers, French beans, lettuce, peppers, potatoes, runner beans,
spinach, sweetcorn, squash and tomatoes.

FRUIT

Apples, blueberries, autumn fruiting raspberries, pears, plums and damsons

“gpg' s The Leprosy Mission are no longer collecting postage
s stamps, but the good news is that USPG are collecting
them, so please carry on leaving them in the box at the back of the
church.

A friend is someone who reaches for
your hand but touches your heart. -
Anon

A.CAIN

FUNERAL SERVICES LTD

EST 1902
81 Uxbridge Road, Hanwell W7 3ST
Tel: 0208 567 5062
www.acainfuneralservices.co.uk
An independent family busines
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From the Ealing Foodbank

bank Thank you for continuing to support the foodbank. There
% are several local shops and supermarkets that have
collection points and they’re all listed on the Foodbank
website: https://ealing.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/

There are other ways in which you can help.

If unable to drop-off at a local collection point, you can leave food
donations in the green box in our church porch. However, there may be
some delay in transfer to the Foodbank warehouse.

Monetary donations may be made through the Foodbank website, as
above.

** please remember that our magazine is produced a month in advance -
we publish the shopping list available to us at the time of going to press,
so it’s a good idea to check the most recent list on the website (see above)
or Twitter: @EalingFoodbank or Instagram: ealingfoodbank.

August Shopping List **
Tinned mackerel, tinned fruit, peanut butter, pasta sauces, instant coffee,
vegetarian mains.

Thank you, but the foodbank has plenty of pasta, baked beans and soup at the
moment

Those who are housebound, sick or in need: Anthony, John Ball, Paul Ball,
Caroline Baxter, Nigel & Davina Brooks, lvan Carter, Noel Chardon, Jenny Cornwell,
Amy Dobbin, Leo and Estriana Douglas, Merfyn Edwards, Andrew Everard,
Geraldine, Celia Griffith, Darren Hancock, Alison Johns, lan King, Jaxon Prentice,
Nick Lunn, Jane Marland, Arda & Joe Metcalf, Dermot Molloy, Stuart Minty,
Marion Newlands, Cynthia Noel, Christine Oxford, Nicholas Robinson, Sarah, Julia
Schumman, Carie Schurr, Gill Shaw, Keith & Sara Spillett, Colin Spooner, Linda
Williams and Kris Wilson.

Those preparing for confirmation: Oliver Allen, Leo Hewlett, Ben & Toby
Howson,

Those who have recently died especially: John Tonkin, Priest, Leslie Spowart
& Sylvia Volkel.




HUMES GARAGE LTD

Established over 50 years

17-19 Humes Avenue
W7 2L)

Tel: 020 8567 4549
MOT Testing

Car Servicing & Repairs
Body Repairs

A.P.G. SERVICES
NEW ROOFS

* SLATING * VALLEYS
* LEADWORK * GUTTERS
* REPOINTING * TILING

((a

Y

& ROOF REPAIRS
FREE ESTIMATES
mobile: 07880 713773
email:
ant.gellard@gmail.com
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e POP-IN &« =
y a@ *POP- IN ON FRIDAYS* q y
Y AT ST THOMAS' CHURCH HALL Y
4 FROM 10.00AM TO 12 NOON 7
7 *COME FOR TEA, COFFEE, BISCUITS AND A CHAT s
7 *MEET YOUR FRIENDS AND MAKE NEW ONES! s
W *STAY FOR TEN MINUTES OR THE MORNING! s
Vs ¥
Vs ¥
Vs ¥
Y September Dates y
s Friday 11th - tea, coffee and cake )
YV Friday 18th - tea, coffee and cake s
s Friday 25th - tea, coffee and cake s
Vs ¥
Vs ¥
7 The POP-IN is run by the Hanwell Neighbourly Care Scheme. g\f
Vs ¥
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WASHING MACHINE ==oat"
DISHWASHER

el
TUMBLE DRYER CF)-‘/
ELECTRIC COOKER
REPAIRS

Most makes repaired:
Hoover Hotpoint Indesit Zanussi
Whirlpool Creda Electra Servis etc....

For a Fast, Efficient
& Friendly Service, please call

Simon Lynch
Electrical Engineer

07958 554 947 (mobile)

~. New uses for old
~1| computers, laptops,
4 phones & accessories

| renovate old
equipment, and then pass it on to
people on benefits, in need, school
kids and refugees.

All devices are securely erased to
ensure absolute confidentiality.

Feedback from clients: http://
www.trashnothing.com/beta/
stories/149/new-pcs-for-old

Nicholas Robinson 07867 785 394
ndprobinson@gmail.com

Kincaid Landscapes

Aaron McCormack

A family-run business est.1969
* DESIGN
CONSTRUCTION
MAINTENANCE
CLEARANCE
PRUNING
TURFING
PATIOS
FENCING
DECKING
BRICKWORK

22 Ash Grove Ealing W5
020 8579 6022
07904 560501

¥ ¥ ¥ X X X X ¥ ¥

God bless the house from ground to
stay,

From beam to wall and all the way,
From head to post, from ridge to
clay,

From balk to rooftree let it lay,
From found to top and every day
God bless both fore and aft, | pray,
Nor from the house God’s blessing
stray,

From top to toe the blessing go.

From Poems of the Western
Highlanders




All in the month of September

It was:

250 years ago, on oth September that the Second Continental Congress
adopted the name United States, which replaced United Colonies.

200 years ago, on 5" September 1826 that John Wisden, British cricketer
was born. He was the founder of Wisden’s Cricketers’ Almanac. It was
launched with 112 pages in 1864, now runs to 1500 pages and is the bible
of cricket.

90 years ago, on 7" September 1936 that Buddy Holly, the American rock
and roll singer was born. He was killed in a plane crash in 1959.

Also 90 years ago, on 21° September 1936 that Frank Hornby, British
inventor, died. He is remembered for Meccano, Hornby Model Railways
and Dinky Toys.

80 years ago, on 5" September 1946 that Freddie Mercury, Zanzibar-born
British rock singer and songwriter was born. As lead singer of Queen, he
sold more than 250 million records worldwide. He died of bronchial
pneumonia resulting from AIDS in 1991.

65 years ago, on 11" September 1961, that the World Wildlife Fund (now
the World Wide Fund for Nature) was founded in Switzerland. Nowadays
itis the world's largest conservation organisation, operating in nearly 100
countries with over 35 million supporters.

60 years ago, on 8" September 1966 that the Severn Bridge was officially
opened. Linking Wales and England over the rivers Severn and Wye, it
carries about 32,000 vehicles a day.

25 years ago, on 11" September 2001 that the terrorist attacks on
America took place. Al-Qaeda terrorists hijacked four planes and crashed
them into the World Trade Centre’s Twin Towers in New York, into the
Pentagon, and into a field in Pennsylvania (following a passenger revolt —
the intended target was Washington DC). 2,973 people were killed.



August

Sun 30th 13th of Trinity

September

Sun 6th 14th of Trinity ‘Back to School’ Sunday
Sun 13th 15th of Trinity

Sun 20th 16th of Trinity - Confirmation Service
Sat 26th Fund raiser - ‘One Night Only’ 8pm
Sun 27th 17th of Trinity

October

Sun 4th 18th of Trinity

Sun 11th 19th of Trinity

Sat 17th Harvest Ceilidh

Sun 18th 20th of Trinity

Sun 25th Last Sunday of Trinity
November

Sun 1st All Saints’ Day

Sun 8th 3rd Sunday before Advent

Sun 15th 2nd Sunday before Advent

Sun 22nd Sunday before Advent (Christ the King)
Sun 29th 1st of Advent

STTHOMAS Tre APOSTLE

HANWELL




PARISH DIRECTORY /D7
VICAR REV JULIA PALMER StThomasHanwell@gmail.com
(quiet day - Thursday)

CHURCHWARDENS STEVE PURCELL stevepurcell@btinternet.com 07958 731735
FADE SOLANKE-MITTERER fade.sm@gmail.com

PARISH OFFICE & HALL BOOKINGS (Tuesday to Thursday 11am-4pm)
STEPHEN BROOKS StThomasHanwell@gmail.com 07933 895761

PCC SECRETARY SUE CUNNINGHAM sue.cunningham@mac.com 07850 889948
TREASURER ROBERT PEARCE robert.pearce85@yahoo.co.uk
STEWARDSHIP SEC SHEILA BURT sheilamburt@talktalk.net 07940 642343
ELECTORAL ROLL ALISON BAXENDALE alison@thebaxis.com 07879 446892
SENIOR SIDESMAN PAULINE BRITTON paulinesbritton@hotmail.com 0203 091 1177
SACRISTAN ANDREW LUMSDEN  andrew.n.lumsden@btinternet.com 8567 9991
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC ROGER GRANGE rgrange66@gmail.com
CHARITABLE GIVING COMMITTEE SARAH HOLROYD c/o StThomasHanwell@gmail.com
JUNIOR CHURCH KIRSTEN ALLEN & BESS HULME

c/o StThomasHanwell@gmail.com

RAINBOWS LAURA FRY-OFFORD 1sthanwellrainbows@gmail.com
BROWNIES PAULINE BRITTON paulinesbritton@hotmail.com 0203091 1177
GUIDES CLAIRE O’NEILL eighthhanwellguides@hotmail.com
GROUP SCOUT ADRIAN WALKER gsl@7thhanwellscouts.org.uk 07769 181670
LEADER
BEAVERS/CUBS/SCOUTS ADRIAN WALKER gsl@7thhanwellscouts.org.uk 07769 181670
SAFEGUARDING OFFICER  FADE SOLANKE-MITTERR c/o StThomasHanwell@gmail.com
07726 781347
CHILDRENS CHAMPION KIRSTEN ALLEN c/o StThomasHanwell@gmail.com
TRIDENT EDITORS JILL ASHCROFT 24 ERLESMERE GARDENS W13 9TY
ashcroft.erlesmere@gmail.com
SUE CUNNINGHAM 26 KENT AVENUE W13 8BH 07850 889948

sue.cunningham@mac.com
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